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How a Bill Becomes Law

Committee considers, 
revises, or may 

hold public hearings. 

Bill assigned 
to appropriate 

committee.

Proposal introduced 
in either house.

Final vote is taken. 
The house reads and 
votes two more times 

on diff erent days.

Committee votes for 
or against and returns 

bill to house. 

If majority vote against, 
the bill dies. If majority 
vote for, the bill is sent 

to the other house. 

If the other house 
makes changes, the bill 

goes back to the original 
house for vote.

If house does not 
approve changes, the 

bill goes to a conference 
committee of members 

from both houses. 

The new version is sent to 
both houses for another vote. If either house votes 

against the revised bill, it is dead. 

If bill is ratifi ed by the 
General Assembly, 

it is sent to the governor. 

Governor may veto 
or sign bill.

If vetoed, the bill is returned to the General 
Assembly; if two-thirds of the members of both houses 

vote to override the veto, the bill becomes law.


